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T he Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe this morning received word from Washington, D.C., that it has won a
decades-long battle for tribal status.

T he news means federal health and education benefits for the 600 adult and 450 children in the
tribe, which has headquarters in Fall City - and the intriguing but remote possibility of land for a
reservation.

On hearing of the decision, Arlene Ventura, Snoqualmie tribal princess, put it simply: "It's long
overdue, and I think our ancestors are rejoicing with us."

John Lesby, solicitor for the federal Department of the Interior, stated in a letter to the T ulalip
T ribes in Marysville that their challenge of a 1997 decision to give the Snoqualmies tribal status has
been rejected.

It's the second time in two years that the Snoqualmies have been notified that they were granted
federal status. But their elation was dashed in December 1997 when the T ulalip T ribes began filing
appeals. In part, they claimed they are the true successors of the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe and that
Snoqualmies who were pushing for recognition were merely a splinter group.

T he T ulalips also raised two issues: whether they were given proper consideration on material they
submitted and whether the the 1997 acknowledgment somehow conflicted with the 1979 Boldt
decision.

In that decision, U.S. District Court Judge George Boldt guaranteed 14 Indian tribes the right to fish
for salmon on a river-by-river and a run-by-run basis and allowed them to keep up to 50 percent of
the harvestable fish. Each of those federally recognized tribes has the right to fish in their usual
areas and are entitled to an equal voice in managing the fisheries. Because the Snoqualmies and
four other tribes were not federally recognized, they were not included in the decision.

T he Snoqualmies were principal signers of the Point Elliott T reaty in 1855, and Chief Patkanim
ceded all the Snoqualmie land - from Snoqualmie Pass to Everett - to the whites. At the time, the
Snoqualmies were 4,000 strong and one of the largest tribes in the Puget Sound region, living in 14
villages in the Snoqualmie Valley east of Seattle.

In 1937, the Bureau of Indian Affairs proposed a 10,240-acre reservation on the T olt River near
Carnation, but nothing ever came of the plan.

T he Snoqualmies never were paid for the land they ceded to the government, and they were
scattered throughout the Puget Sound region. Some went to the T ulalip Reservation in Marysville;



some went to the Muckleshoot Reservation east of Auburn; and a large number returned to the
Snoqualmie Valley and to Snohomish County.

But by 1939, the shadow of war in Europe stymied further action. T hen in 1952, the Congressional
Record listed the Snoqualmies as an unrecognized tribe.

"I'm just so overwhelmed," said Maryanne Hinzman, vice chairman of the Snoqualmie T ribal
Council and granddaughter of Jerry Kanim, the last lineal tribal chief. "It's been such a long struggle
for us, and I pray to God every day. I do feel sad for all those who are gone . . . those who fought
to win us recognition. We just carried on their work."

She lauded the work of her grandfather; Andy de los Angeles, former tribal chairman; Dr. Ken
T ollefson, professor emeritus of anthropology at Seattle Pacific University; Pete Connick, the
tribe's attorney; and Mitch Dailey, a legal adviser.

T ribal officials and members were to meet at the tribal headquarters in Fall City at noon today.

Louis T . Corsaletti's phone-message number is 206-515-5626. His e-mail address is:
lcorsaletti@seattletimes.com
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