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SNOQUALMIE VALLEY

It's been a year since the Snoqualmie Indian T ribe was notified that it had, after 140 years, been
restored to tribal status by the federal government.

But today the matter remains stalled by a challenge from the T ulalip T ribes, who have long
opposed the Snoqualmies' fight for independent recognition. A ruling on the T ulalip appeal is
expected within weeks from Judge Anita Vogt, with the Department of Interior Board of Indian
Appeals in Arlington, Va.

Andy de los Angeles, tribal chairman, isn't happy with the delay, but knew it would take time after
the T ulalip T ribes, just days before the Snoqualmies were officially recognized, filed an appeal in
December.

"T his isn't the first time we have been disappointed," he said.

And while some 300 Snoqualmies wait for their future to be decided, de los Angeles is intently
focusing on the past.

He works almost daily alongside archaeologists in the T olt River watershed, where the remains of
what may be an ancient Snoqualmie village were discovered June 1.

Also interested in the dig are the T ulalip T ribes, who have asked to be a stakeholder in the recovery
of artifacts at the site, where the city of Seattle is building a $100 million water-treatment plant.

In a letter to the the T ulalip T ribes, Diana Gale, managing director of Seattle Public Utilities, said the
city has no intent or interest in taking a role in any legal or jurisdictional issues between the tribes.

"In particular, it is our objective to remain neutral on the issue of federal recognition for the
Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe," she stated.

T races of toolmaking have been discovered at the site, where archaeologist Astrida Blukis Onat
said people first settled about 8,000 years ago on the bluff, 300 feet above the South Fork of the
T olt River.

She says the discovery is unique because it was found among layers of more recent artifacts,
making it a nearly perfect timeline with no missing links.

De los Angeles appreciates the irony that less clear than this timeline of artifacts is the



Snoqualmies' more recent history, which ultimately will be decided by a judge.

What the judge will weigh is the contention by the T ulalip T ribes, an amalgamation of tribes
created by the Point Elliott T reaty of 1855, that the direct descendants of the "real" Snoqualmies
live on their Marysville reservation.

T he Snoqualmies counter that they represent those tribal members who didn't move to the
reservation, and that the T ulalips have no standing in the matter. T hey've asked that the appeal be
dismissed.

Under regulations established by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1994, the T ulalip T ribes do not
meet the definition of an interested party, said Mitch Dailey, assistant to the Snoqualmie T ribal
Council.

John McCoy, executive director of government affairs for the T ulalip T ribes, said his group will issue
no more statements on the dispute until there's a decision on the appeal.

At stake, of course, is everything from the tribes' share in fishing rights, federal money and other
resources, to land and identity. If the BIA recognition is upheld, de los Angeles said the
Snoqualmies' top priority will be to obtain federal funding for a variety of social services.

"We aren't looking to build a gambling casino, but we will certainly research any business venture
that is beneficial to the tribe. We will be looking for a low-risk, high-return business," he said.
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