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Gov. Booth Gardner and many Native American leaders are hailing tomorrow's signing of an
accord that recognizes tribal sovereignty as a huge step in improving relations between state
government and tribes

However, one state senator charges that the agreement gives the tribes too much power.

T he accord says the state's 26 federally recognized tribes should be treated as separate
governments in the state's dealings with them.

Sen. Jack Metcalf, R-Langley, disagrees with the approach.

``T he idea of a government-to-government relationship is just not valid,'' Metcalf said, likening
the proposed relationship to that of cities and counties.

Metcalf, chairman of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee, fears the accord
increases the tribes' authority over the state's natural resources.

If that's the case, he said, ``I have to say it's not a good idea.''

T hat is not the intent of the accord, said Gerald James, a member of the Lummi Indian business
council.

Determining who has what jurisdiction is one of the problems the accord addresses, he said.

Before, no document existed to guide the tribal councils or the state on how they should deal with
each other, let alone with the confusing network of councils, state and federal agencies.

T he accord forms a base of understanding and eases negotiation of jurisdictional issues, James
said.

T he governor is taking a big step, said Ron Allen, chairman of the Jamestown Klallam T ribe.

``We need to get everyone on board to agree that this is the route to take.''

Gardner emphasized in a news release that part of the challenge posed by the accord is to
standardize how the various state agencies relate to tribes.

``T oday some agencies have far more positive relationships with the tribes than others,'' he said.



Larry Kinley, chairman of the Lummi T ribe, commended Gardner for being the first governor to
step forward on such an accord.

``T here's a lot of work to go on here,'' Kinley said, ``but if the heads of government make the
statement here, then that is a good start.''

Some Native American leaders, however, are upset by what they call a snub by the state.

Karen Boney, chairwoman of the 15-member Small T ribes of Western Washington, said she was
angry Gardner did not invite seven tribes in her group to the signing of the Centennial Accord.

Boney, a member of the Snoqualmie tribeSnoqualmie tribe, said, ``I think it's fine for Gardner to sign the accord
with those tribes. But I'm extremely angry that seven other tribes that have petitioned the federal
government for recognition weren't invited. T hat's an insult.''

T he governor's press secretary, Dick Milne, said the state cannot deal officially with tribes the
federal government does not recognize.

He said there was no intention to slight the seven unrecognized tribes.

In addition to the Snoqualmie tribeSnoqualmie tribe, Boney said others seeking recognition include the Duwamish,
Cowlitz, Chinook, Steilacoom, Samish and Snohomish.

She said members of those tribes may protest outside the University of Washington's Burke
Museum, where the signing is scheduled.

-- Information from T he Associated Press was used in this report.
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