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"T hey have taken our land, our fish, our right to be called an Indian. T hey promised us 40 acres of
land and a bucket of gold if we would not make war any more. I have waited for a hundred years
and have gotten nothing.

- Ed Davis, once described as the "Conscience of the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe," shortly before he died at
the age of 110 in 1987

CARNAT ION - After 140 years of waiting, tribal status has been restored to the Snoqualmie
Indians, once one of the most powerful tribes in the Pacific Northwest.

Huddled around a telephone yesterday afternoon at the tribe's Carnation headquarters, elders and
members of the T ribal Council celebrated as they heard Ada Deer, assistant secretary for the U.S.

Bureau of Indian Affairs, confirm that federal recognition had been granted to the Snoqualmie
T ribal Organization.

"We are all excited that it has finally come about. It's been a long wait, and now it means our
people will receive better medical care, education, improved housing opportunities and work," said
an elated Andy de los Angeles, tribal chairman.

T he Snoqualmies' status has been unclear since the tribe signed the Point Elliot T reaty of 1855,
which was to have moved the 22 signing tribes to a general reservation on land stretching from
north of the Snohomish River to the Canadian border. However, the reservation land was never
allocated, and many Snoqualmies moved to the T ulalip Reservation near Marysville and other
reservations.

A small band known as the Jerry Kanim Band of Snoqualmie after its famous chief remained off-
reservation and was recognized until 1953. T hat group lost its recognition when federal policies in
the 1950s limited recognition to tribes having reservations.

Yesterday's decision was based on evidence that the band had maintained its "social cohesion"
since 1953, including an internal political process, traditional style of governance and identity as an
Indian organization, said T homas Sweeney of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

At the tribal office yesterday, tribal members phoned family and friends to spread the news while
calls poured in from elders and leaders who wanted confirmation from de los Angeles.

"T his is our day," said Lois Sweet Dorman, whose children raced around the office as tribal
members scrambled to photocopy the official statement from the BIA. "We'll be celebrating for a



long time."

Jerry Enick sat at a table in the tribal office with glazed eyes and a smile on his face. It was the same
table where he used to sit with his grandfather, Jerry Kanim, who 50 years ago talked with the tribal
council about recognition.

"I remember when I was a little boy coming to this very room," Enick said. "I can still see the faces
of the old people. . . . T his is joyous."

Arlene Ventura, a granddaughter of Chief Jerry Kanim, made photocopies of the recognition
document she planned to distribute at the Evergreen State Fair in Monroe, where many
Snoqualmies are selling their wares this weekend to raise money for the tribe.

Ventura said the Snoqualmies are survivors and did not waver in the fight for recognition.

"T here's a lot of times when you want to throw in the towel and say, `What for?' " Ventura said.
"But this day is our reward."

It was a different story last week for the Chinook T ribe on the coast. Deer signed a preliminary
decision on Aug. 11 not to recognize the tribe. T he agency said the tribe was unable to prove that
in the early 1900s it existed as a cohesive social community, had no evidence of a working
government and could prove no geographical boundary for its historic tribal domain.

Recognition means the tribe becomes a sovereign government, removed from the tax base of
local and state governments. It can set up its own policing, courts and other government agencies,
make legal claims to ancestral lands and fishing grounds, recover sacred objects from museums
and gain access to health care, social services, schooling and housing benefits.

T he T ulalips have long opposed the Snoqualmies' fight for recognition, partly because it could
mean that their own resources - particularly federal monies granted to tribes for health care,
education, and housing - could be cut. T he government doles out money to tribes based on how
many Native Americans are enrolled in each tribe.

T he recognition process allows for a 90-day period during which a challenge can be filed, and the
T ulalips said yesterday that they planned to do just that.

"It'll reduce our tribal roll, which will reduce some of the services we provide," said John McCoy,
executive director of government affairs for the T ulaips.

T ulalip tribal leaders say the Snoqualmies' recognition flies in the face of a 1974 federal court
decision that upheld the Point Elliott T reaty, in which, T ulalip leaders say, the Snoqualmies,
Snohomish and Skykomish tribes agreed to move to one reservation.

But Snoqualmies disagree over what the treaty said.

"We were not supposed to be bundled up in one reservation," said Sweet Dorman. "We were
supposed to have our own."



McCoy said it's too early to tell just how the Snoqualmies' recognition will affect the T ulalips. He
said some Snoqualmies who currently live on the T ulalip reservation may soon face a difficult
decision.

"T hey're going to have to decide if they want to stay with the T ulalips," McCoy said. "T hey can't be
both."

T he Point Elliot T reaty of 1855 guaranteed certain tribes, including the Snoqualmies, reservation
land. But while under federal law there is a provision for the secretary of Interior to acquire land
and place it in trust for the benefit of the tribe, it's not clear if the Snoqualmies will eventually
receive land for their own reservation.

De los Angeles is upbeat about that.

"T here is a lot of land owned by various federal agencies east of Seattle. It's just a matter of time,"
he said.

De los Angeles, who has been tribal chairman for 12 years, feels that "many cultural and religious
beliefs are still intact on Indian reservations around the country" although he acknowledged much
has been lost.

`People can talk about what happened to the Jews during the Holocaust, but that is nothing
compared to what happened to the Snoqualmies and many other Native American tribes," de los
Angeles said.

"Most of our language is gone, our religion is almost gone, and our storytellers, who reminded us
of our past, are gone."

When the first pioneers arrived in Western Washington, the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe ruled the vast area
from the Snoqualmie Pass to Monroe and lived in several large villages scattered along the
Snoqualmie River and on Lake Sammamish.
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