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REDMOND

An apparent new policy toughening the federal government's control over recognition of Indian
tribes will further hinder the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe's efforts to win formal recognition, tribal
representatives said yesterday.

Members of the Snoqualmie T ribal Council were reacting to the Bureau of Indian Affairs' (BIA)
denial of tribal recognition to the Miami Indians of Indiana early last month. Buried inside the 100-
page BIA opinion is a policy that appears to say the administration has the authority - without
consulting Congress - to pronounce any tribe extinct, even those that may have been previously
recognized.

T he Snoqualmies, declared officially nonexistent as a tribe in the 1970s, have been fighting their
way through the federal recognition process for years.

Now, with the BIA's latest ruling, tribal members are concerned that their recognition application
will fall into a bureaucratic black hole. T he BIA was supposed to hand down a decision in May 1991
but, after several delays, no date has been set for an answer.

"T he Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe has waited 137 years for fulfillment of the treaty obligations," tribal
council Vice Chairman Art Freese said at yesterday's press conference.

T he Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe was a signer of the 1855 Point Elliot T reaty, which gave the United States
much of the land between North Bend and Monroe.

T he apparent new BIA policy, Freese said, gives the government another way to renege on
decades-old treaties.

Henry Sockbeson, a Washington, D.C., attorney for the Native American Rights Fund, said in a
telephone interview yesterday that as a matter of law the BIA does not have the authority to rule
whether or not a tribe ceases to exist.

"Only Congress has that authority. Why the BIA says they have the authority is simply a mystery to
me," he said.

T he BIA stance is particularly ironic in light of President Bush's proclamation four months ago
designating 1992 the "Year of the American Indian," suggested Ken T ollefson, an anthropology
professor at Seattle Pacific University. Ron Louzon, tribal chairman, said litigation is certain no
matter which way the BIA rules. If tribal recognition is denied, the Snoqualmies will appeal.



iIf it is approved, the T ulalip T ribes' council in Marysville has warned that it will appeal to the courts
because, according to earlier BIA rulings, any benefits due to the Snoqualmies should go to the
T ulalip T ribes.
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