
THE SNOQUALMIES WIN ANOTHER ROUND - Seattle Times, The (WA) -
July 7, 1999 - page B1
July 7, 1999 | Seattle Times, The (WA) | LOUIS T. CORSALETTI | Page B1

FALL CIT Y

T he Snoqualmie Indians' long wait for federal acknowledgment has once again moved forward.

Judge Anita Vogt of the Department of Interior's Board of Indian Appeals in Arlington, Va., has
affirmed the August 1997 decision that the Snoqualmies are a tribe, but sent two questions to the
U.S. secretary of the Interior.

In upholding the tribe's status last Friday, Vogt questioned whether material submitted in the
T ulalips' appeal of the recognition was properly considered and whether the acknowledgment
conflicts with decisions by U.S. District Judge George Boldt.

Boldt declared in 1974 that 14 tribes were entitled to half the Puget Sound area's harvestable
salmon. In a subsequent case in 1979, Boldt excluded five unrecognized Washington tribes, among
them the Snoqualmies.

Vogt's involvement in the Snoqualmies' claim to tribal status began when the T ulalip T ribes of
Marysville asked the Bureau of Indian Affairs to reconsider Snoqualmie recognition two years ago.

T he T ulalips said they are the true successors of the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe and called those pushing
for recognition a splinter group. In addition, they said they had new information backing their claim.

Restoring federal status to the Snoqualmies, whose tribal headquarters is in Fall City, would mean
health and education benefits, and the very remote possibility of land for a reservation.

While Vogt's questions probably won't affect recognition, they once again delay the final word, said
Peter Connick, the Snoqualmies' attorney.

In 1855, Snoqualmie Chief Patkanim signed the Point Elliott treaty, ceding all the land from
Snoqualmie Pass to Everett to the federal government. At that time, the Snoqualmies were 4,000
strong and one of the largest tribes in the Puget Sound region, living in 14 villages in the
Snoqualmie Valley east of Seattle.

T he tribe was granted what was to be a temporary reservation at T ulalip. In 1937, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs proposed a 10,240-acre reservation on the T olt River near Carnation, but nothing
ever came of the plan and in 1952, the Congressional Record listed the Snoqualmies as an
unrecognized tribe.

Never paid for the land they gave up, the Snoqualmies scattered. Some remained at T ulalip, some



went to the Muckleshoot Reservation east of Auburn, and a large number returned to the
Snoqualmie Valley. T he descendants of that group, about 600 adults and 130 children, are seeking
tribal status.

Andy de los Angeles, former tribal chairman who has led the fight for recognition for 15 years, had
a guarded response to Vogt's decision.

"T he burden has been on us," he said. "We have spent thousands of dollars and done thousands of
hours of work to re-create something that we never lost. It is tragic that we have lost so many
elders and tribal members over the years, so many people who will never enjoy those old treaty
rights."
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