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``T hey have taken our land, our fish, our right to be called an Indian. T hey promised us 40 acres of
land and a bucket of gold if we would not make war any more. I have waited for a hundred years
and have gotten nothing.'

- Ed Davis, once described as the ``Conscience of the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe,'' shortly before he died
at the age of 110 in 1987

REDMOND - Leaders of the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe say their days of maintaining a low profile are
over.

T ribal members got noticed when they demonstrated last month at Snoqualmie Falls against
Puget Sound Power & Light Co.'s plans to divert more water from the waterfall to generate
electricity.

Now they are raising concerns over proposed developments in Snoqualmie and Redmond,
contending their property rights, tribal culture and religion have been ignored.

``We won't be dismissed,'' said Karen Boney, a tribal-council member. ``For many years our tribal
elders tried to avoid conflicts.

T hat's over. We must achieve the recognition and rights we deserve. We must protect our
heritage.''

T he 961-member tribe is ready to take on the city of Snoqualmie over development on the
Meadowbrook Farm. Boney says 500 acres there were promised to the landless tribe for a
reservation.

T he Snoqualmies also say the city of Redmond failed until recently to consult the tribe about a
huge shopping center planned for the east end of town, on land that once was an Indian gathering
place.

Boney says the tribal council is ready to take the Snoqualmie Falls and Meadowbrook matters to
court if necessary.

Ron Lauzon, a sub-chief and tribal-council chairman, says the Snoqualmies aren't against progress.
But, he adds, ``We are committed to protecting the environment and wildlife in addition to
protecting our heritage.''

T he tribe says the federal government has failed to live up to the Point Elliot T reaty of 1855, in



which the Snoqualmies and other Northwest Washington tribes turned over most of the Puget
Sound area in return for promises of reservation land. T he second signator of the treaty was the
Snoqualmies' chief, Patkanim.

T he Snoqualmies were assigned to the T ulalip Reservation, north of Everett. T hey refused to go,
saying there wasn't room.

T oday, the tribe still is seeking formal recognition from the federal government. It wasn't an issue
until the Boldt decision of 1974, which established Indian treaty fishing rights. T he federal Bureau
of Indian Affairs was given the task of determining which tribes warranted recognition and decided
the Snoqualmies and six others in Western Washington - tribes that didn't live on a reservation or in
a distinct community - didn't qualify.

T he Snoqualmies have petitioned for recognition and have received federal grants to assist in their
campaign. Meanwhile, tribal members aren't entitled to fishing rights and don't get many benefits
extended to other tribes.

Boney says 85 percent of tribal members live within 50 miles of Carnation, the traditional center of
the Snoqualmie tribal area. T he tribe has an office and adult-education center in Redmond.

``We are a very matriarchal society and the elders, who are mostly women, keep contact with
everyone in the tribe,'' Boney said.

``You may not see 900 people at tribal functions, but information is passed down through family
spokespersons.''

T he tribe's most visible fight is over additional hydropower development at Snoqualmie Falls. It
fears diversion of more water could harm fish runs and drain the waterfall's spiritual powers.

Upriver from Snoqualmie Falls is a big tract the Indians called ``Highas close Illihes,'' or ``Klashe
Illahee.'' After the first settlers arrived, it was known as the Snoqualmie Prairie, and later just T he
Prairie. T oday, it's generally called Meadowbrook Farm.

Four years ago, the city of Snoqualmie annexed an 875-acre tract which included much of
Meadowbrook Farm. Now the city is beginning to plan the property's future. Included are 250
acres owned by Dick Zemp of North Bend, who plans to sell his land for development.

All the activity has set the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe on edge. T hey contend much of the land is legally
theirs.

T hey say much of the farm belongs to descendants of Kate (Hock-E-T aa) Kanim Smith, who
married Snoqualmie pioneer Jeremiah Borst in 1880. Kate was a half-sister to Jerry Kanim,
grandson of Patkanim and later chief of the Snoqualmies.

Boney contends that Kate received several pieces of land, totaling 500 acres, as an allotment from
the federal government, property which today would comprise most of Meadowbrook Farm. Borst
sold much of his holdings years later, including Kate's land.



But Borst did not have the right to sell Kate's land without the approval of the secretary of the
interior, Boney says.

In 1981, Boney says, she and representatives of several other tribes met with then-Interior
Secretary Cecil Andrus to discuss problems and concerns.

``We got a verbal commitment from him that T he Prairie would be set aside for a reservation
once the issue of tribal recognition was settled,'' Boney said.

T he tribe has no written record of the meeting. A spokesman for Andrus, now governor of Idaho,
could not be reached for comment.

Zemp, the landowner who plans to sell for development, won't comment on the Snoqualmies'
contention that the land belongs to Kate's descendants.

T here is strong sentiment for preserving T he Prairie because it contains at least four Indian burial
sites and was the site of several Indian villages.

T he tribal council also is worried about protection of burial sites and any artifacts that may be on
land near the busy intersection of state Highway 520 and the Redmond-Fall City Road in Redmond.

T he property was a gathering place for Indians from all over the state for centuries, Boney notes.
Now it's the site of the proposed Redmond Gateway, a 47-acre development by Bedford
Properties Inc. of Seattle.

Redmond Gateway would include large warehouse discount stores, says project manager Phillip
Wood. He says any concerns about Indian relics and artifacts will be dealt with in an environmental-
impact statement to be prepared for the project.

She recalls picking wild blackberries on the Gateway site and remembers her grandmother telling
her about picking cranberries at the same spot before the turn of the century.

Indian families camped for weeks and harvested the wild berries, edible roots and herbs that grew
in abundance on the valley floor. T hey took fish from nearby Bear Creek.

Boney has no objections to the Gateway project itself. She says the fill dirt will keep any Indian
gravesites or artifacts undisturbed forever.

But she complains that her inquiries at Redmond City Hall were disregarded for too long.

``I talked to a city planner more than three years ago about that site and told her we were
interested in any development that might occur,'' Boney said. ``Now this (Gateway) comes along
and we had to learn about it in the newspapers.''

City officials ``dismiss us every time we try to call about this.''



Redmond Mayor Doreen Marchione contacted Boney recently and said the city has tried to comply
with requests made by the tribe, such as prohibiting any digging on the property.

``At Gateway the tribe said there could be filling but no digging, and that's what has been done,''
Marchione said.

T he Snoqualmies' concerns are legitimate and will be addressed in the environmental-impact
statement the developers must prepare, Marchione says. Filling and grading at Gateway were
allowed to begin before the environmental study was completed and approved, but the mayor
says new city policies won't allow that to happen again.

T ribal-council chairman Lauzon says the Snoqualmies are discussing holding public hearings of
their own on development issues, especially Snoqualmie Falls and Snoqualmie Prairie.

``I think that the public is always a little skeptical about Indians wanting something,'' he said, ``and
we want to make it clear that we aren't out to take someone's home or property.'
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