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REDMOND - Long ago, the Snoqualmie and Yakima Indian tribes met regularly to trade goods and
socialize at what now is called Snoqualmie Pass.

T hose gatherings on Indian John Hill also provided the setting for more personal relationships and
led to a large number of intermarriages.

Close ties remain - and now the Snoqualmies are asking the Yakima Nation to use its influence to
resolve the Snoqualmies' more than decade-long effort to win federal recognition as a legitimate,
functioning Indian tribe.

"T hey are supporting us in this recognition process. T hey have political clout. . . . We want them to
push the button to put the federal government on notice that we want action," said Ron Lauzon,
Snoqualmie sub-chief and tribal-council chairman.

Snoqualmie tribal rolls list about 1,150 members, including 550 adults, said Art Freese, vice
chairman of the Snoqualmie T ribal Council. About 70 percent live in King, Pierce or Snohomish
counties, with most living fewer than 50 miles from the tribe's headquarters on Novelty Hill Road in
Redmond.

T he Snoqualmies first applied for recognition 13 years ago.

Under guidelines of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the tribe should have received a ruling two
years after the filing.

But a stream of questions flowed out of Washington, D.C. - questions the tribe spent more than
$600,000 trying to answer, according to Karen Boney, former tribal-council chairwoman.

T he latest in a series of delays came late last month: A decision, originally set for May 21, was
extended by the BIA to July 21 to give attorneys more time to review the application.

Delays aren't new to Native-American tribes. Of 122 tribes that have petitioned for recognition
since 1978, 89 are still waiting for an answer, BIA officials said.

Delays were caused, in part, by the BIA's decision to change procedures several years ago, said Bill
Black, supervisor of the agency's Everett office. Freese said federal recognition is important to
allow tribal members full access to health care, education assistance and other government
programs for tribes.

Beyond that, he said, it would bolster the Snoqualmies' claim on treaty fishing rights disputed by



other local tribes.

T he Snoqualmies were one of 22 tribes that in 1855 signed the Point Elliott T reaty, which ceded
most of Western Washington to the federal government. In addition to Chief Pat Ka-Nam, five
sub-chiefs and nine other Snoqualmie tribal leaders signed the treaty.

T he treaty, signed by President James Buchanan in 1859, guaranteed the tribes' fishing rights and
required tribal members to move onto reservations.

Afterward, some Snoqualmies moved onto what became the T ulalip and Muckleshoot
reservations; others stayed near their ancestral grounds at Carnation, or near Snoqualmie Falls.

Still unresolved is a dispute between the Snoqualmie T ribeSnoqualmie T ribe and the T ulalips over which group
represents the legal and political heirs of the Snoqualmies who signed the 1855 treaty. T he T ulalips
have opposed the Snoqualmies in their petition for recognition.

U.S. District Judge George Boldt, whose 1974 decision recognized treaty tribes' claims to half the
state's salmon, also specifically excluded the Snoqualmies and four other tribes from his ruling,
saying they were not recognized by the federal government.

On the other hand, the Snoqualmies argue, the tribe was specifically mentioned in a 1953
congressional proposal to terminate federal acknowledgment of most Native-American groups.

T hat bill never passed, but Snoqualmie leaders today point to it as proof that a political relationship
between their tribe and the federal government existed at that time.
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